The “Road Control” journalist Alexey Kiriyenko gets accused through a fabricated protocol for having intervened into Avakov’s police actions. The photo.

On Lesi Ukrainki Boulevard 20, the officers of the Ministry of Internal Affairs have drawn up an administrative protocol on the violation allegedly committed by Alexey Kiriyenko, the “Road Control” journalist, - sprotiv.ord informs. Having published the material about how police officials have sprayed a driver with tear gas for his refusal to hand in the documents (the law requires just to present them), the “Road Control” journalists headed to the scene of action.
While reportage was being filmed, new Ukrainian police officers accused the “Road Control” journalist Alexey Kiriyenko of, allegedly, “disturbing the work of police officers”. A young woman police officer took Kiriyenko’s passport and wandered off to draw up a report under Article 185 of the Code of Ukraine on Administrative Offences (“a wilful defiance of police legal enactment”). Currently, it is also decided whether a criminal case will be launched against Kiriyenko. At the same time, the police refused to issue a copy of the protocol.
In accordance with Article 17 of the Law of Ukraine “On the social security of journalists”, “the amenability for committing a crime against a journalist due to him fulfilling his professional duties or resisting to his official activities is to be treated as the amenability for same actions against the official of a law enforcement agency”. According to Article 171 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, “resistance to legitimate official activities of a journalist carries a fine equal up to 50 personal exemptions or a detention for up to six months or a personal restraint for up to three years”.
As it turned out, the victim driver had been accused through protocols under Articles 122 and 185 of the Code of Ukraine on Administrative Offences. The police seem to feel having run into a criminal case and therefore are trying to thrust as many articles on the driver and the “Road Control” journalist as possible. However, it will fall far short of helping them. “Road Control” is going to file a claim to prosecutor’s office.
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